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Solving the Housing Needs of a Growing City 
 

Lynnette Setmire  

10
th

 Grade 

 

National Standard 

Era 9:  Postwar United States (1945-1970s) / Standard 1 
Standard1:  The economic boom and social transformation of postwar United States 

 

Washington State Standards 

Content Standard 4:  History - The student understands and applies knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, 

eras, turning points, major ideas, individuals, and themes in local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and 

world history in order to evaluate how history shapes the present and future. 

     4.2:  The student understands and analyzes causal factors that have shaped major events in history. 

     4.4: The student uses history to understand the present and plan for the future.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

By 1946 about 10 million men and women had been released from the armed forces. Returning 

veterans, along with many other Americans, were forced to live in cramped apartments or move 

in with relatives as they began to rebuild their lives. The prosperity of the 1950s, and the 

challenges faced by city governments as they tried to deal with the burgeoning cities, frequently 

resulted in urban growth with little or no thought to the impact of unregulated suburban sprawl. 

 

One exception to the unregulated and unplanned housing crisis was the suburb designed by the 

developer William Levitt.  His Long Island, New York community was planned around rigid 

conformity, strict zoning laws, and look-a-like one story homes that were quick to construct, as 

well as affordable.    

 

The postwar boom offers a different challenge to help students understand not only how 

Americans coped with the pressures to conform to the American Dream, but also the continued  

struggle involving the expansion of civil rights. 
 

PROBLEM  

.                                                                                                                                                                       

How does the City Council of Anacortes meet the housing needs of the expanding refinery and 

the additional workers that are needed? 
 

SCENARIO 

 

It is 1950, and Anacortes, Washington is faced with the challenge of providing single-family 

housing to meet the needs of the expanding petroleum refinery. The council is reviewing two 

plans that have been submitted by the Anacortes Planning Commission.   
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Plan # 1:    

It provides fifty pre-fabricated homes to be constructed by the East Coast developer, William 

Levitt, along the shoreline north of R Avenue between 17
th

 Street and 23
rd

 Street. The Anacortes 

Planning Commission’s plan includes a covenant that limits people of color to the east corner of 

the development near 23
rd

 Street. 

 

Plan #2:  

It provides for shoreline development on the north side of R Avenue and allows for the homes to 

be constructed on an individual basis by individual contractors without restrictive covenants. 

 

The Anacortes City Council is very aware of the urgent needs of the expanding refinery, and it 

worries that the failure to meet the refinery’s needs would result in the loss of prospective jobs 

and ultimately an increased tax base for the growing community. Both proposals will ultimately 

meet the needs of the refinery; however, Plan #1 would result in the fastest turnaround of 

completed homes, but it would require the city to ultimately deal with issues associated with 

segregated housing. Plan #2 would meet the needs of the refinery, but at a slower pace. 
 

TASKS 

 

1. The Anacortes City Council aggressively seeks input from the citizens.  One of the 

methods frequently used by the council members is to take the pulse of the residents 

via the editorial section of the local paper, the Anacortes American. 

 

2. Write a letter to the editor of the Anacortes American in which you suggest to the city 

council which plan should be pursued to meet the needs requested by the refinery. In 

your letter select one of the two proposals and support your choice as to why you 

believe that plan should be implemented.  

 

Procedures: 

 

1. View the photo of Levittown, New York 

 

2. Read an excerpt from Pete Seeger’s song: "Little Boxes," pg. 848, The Americans 

 

3. Read the interview by William Levitt: “Levittown 30 Year Later"  

 

4. Read:  “Levittown at 40, Once a Solution Now a Problem” 
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ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Letter-Writing : Letter to the Editor 

     

  

      

     
   
   Student Name:     _________________________      Period:  _________ 

 

   CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

Ideas Ideas were 

expressed in a 

clear and 

organized fashion. 

It was easy to 

figure out what the 

letter was about. 

Ideas were 

expressed in a 

pretty clear 

manner, but the 

organization 

could have been 

better. 

Ideas were 

somewhat 

organized, but 

were not very 

clear. It took more 

than one reading 

to figure out what 

the letter was 

about. 

The letter seemed 

to be a collection 

of unrelated 

sentences. It was 

very difficult to 

figure out what 

the letter was 

about. 

Content Accuracy The letter 

contains at least 

4 accurate facts 

about the topic. 

The letter 

contains 3 

accurate facts 

about the topic. 

The letter 

contains 2 

accurate facts 

about the topic. 

The letter 

contains 1 

accurate fact the 

topic. 

Historical 

Background 
Provides 

background on 

the historical 

question from 

three or more 

social science 

back 

perspectives. 

Provides 

background on 

the historical 

question from 

two of the 

social science 

perspectives. 

Provides 

background on 

the historical 

question from 

one of the social 

science 

perspectives. 

Provides 

background on 

the historical 

question 

without using 

any specific 

perspectives. 

Position Provides one or 

more reasons 

that, taken 

together, 

logically lead to 

the position. And 

provides at least 

one counter-

reason to the 

position. 

Provides one or 

more reason 

that, taken 

together, 

logically leads 

to the position. 

Provides one or 

more logical 

reason for the 

position. 

Provides one 

reason that are 

relevant to the 

position. 

Format Complies with 

all 5 of the 

requirements for 

a friendly letter. 

Complies with 

4 of the 5 

requirements 

for a friendly 

letter. 

Complies with 3 

of the 5 

requirements for 

a friendly letter. 

Complies with 

2 of the 5 

requirements 

for a friendly 

letter. 
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