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National Standard
Era 4: Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) / Standard 3

Standard 3: The extension, restriction, and reorganization of political democracy after 1800.

Washington State EALR

EALR 5: The student understands and applies reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, form, and evaluated
positions through the processes of reading, writing, and communicating.

GLE 5.1.1: The student understands reasons based on evidence for a position on an issue or event .

PROBLEM

Impeachment proceedings are being considered for President Andrew Jackson. Impeachment
resolutions made by members of the House of Representatives were turned over to the House
Judiciary Committee, which you are part of. The House Judiciary Committee decided that the
resolutions and its allegations of wrongdoing by President Jackson merit a referral to the full
House for a vote on launching a formal impeachment inquiry. The House Judiciary Committee
determined that a referral should be made to the House. The entire House voted either for or
against a formal impeachment inquiry, and the inquiry was approved.

SCENARIO

Now you and the other members of the House Judiciary Committee must conduct an
investigation to determine if there is enough evidence to warrant articles of impeachment
(indictments) against the President. Your report needs to identify the arguments for impeachment
as well as prepare key points that could be used for the President’s defense. Last, your
committee must review your findings and make a recommendation summary with reasoning that
will be presented to the House.

TASK

Your committee is to put together written summary, PowerPoint, or other method of synthesizing
your information and recommendation. Your findings are to be presented to the “House” where
further discussion and debate will occur.
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Morris, Hal. “From Revolution to Reconstruction...and What Happened Afterwards: Andrew
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“People and Events: Indian Removal 1814-1858.” WGBH (PBS Online). 2010. Boston, MA.
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ASSESSMENT

Plan for assessment:

Students will write/present a report that:

¢ responds directly to the questions/prompt;

e clearly identifies possible reasons for and against impeachment;

e specifically states a recommendation for and against impeachment and explained why;

e uses documents completely and accurately; weighs the importance and validity of
evidence;

cites considerable relevant information from outside learning;

e displays a thorough understanding of the topic and related issues;

e and is well-structured, well-written, and has proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics.
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