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Diane Olsen 

5
th

 Grade 

National Standard 

Era 3:  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s) / Standard 1 
Standard 1:  The Causes of the American Revolution, the ideas and interests involved in forging the revolutionary 

movement, and the reasons for the American victory 
 

Washington State EALRs  
2.1.1:  Analyzes the costs and benefits of decisions colonists made to meet their needs and wants. 

2.3.1:  Understands the impact of the British government on the economy of the thirteen colonies.   

4.1.1:  Understands and creates timelines to show how historical events are caused by other important events. 

4.2.3:  Understands how technology and ideas have affected the way people lived and changed their values, beliefs, 

and attitudes. 

4.3.1:  Understands how technology and ideas have affected the way people lived and changed their values, beliefs, 

and attitudes. 

4.3.2:  Analyzes the multiple causes of change and conflict in U.S. history. 

5.1.2:  Evaluates the relevance of facts used in forming a position on an issue or event. 

5.2.1:  Understands how essential questions define the significance of researching an issue or event. 

5.4.1:  Researches multiple perspectives to take a position on a public or historical issue in a paper or presentation. 

5.4.2:  Prepares a list of resources, including the title, author, type of source, date published, and publisher for each 

source, and arranges the sources alphabetically. 

 

Washington State CBA 

Causes of Conflict 

 

PROBLEM 

 

Students of history largely have a preconception that most, if not all, colonists living in America 

were in favor of fighting for independence from Britain through the Revolutionary War.  It’s no 

wonder.  Most of the learning materials present the issues leading up to the American Revolution 

from the biased perspective of American patriots.  Students do not understand the complexity of 

the issues and the reasons why colonists chose to be loyalists or patriots. 
 

 

SCENARIO 

 

Following the French and Indian War, the differing interests of the American colonists and the 

British were made more evident.  A number of issues developed, including historical, economic, 

political, and geographical, which ultimately led to the Revolutionary War.  Not all American 

colonists supported the colonies’ independence from England, however.  It is thought that about 

1/3 were loyal to Britain and another third were supportive of the patriots’ cause.  The final third 

were yet undecided when the war did begin.   
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TASK 

 

You are one of those in the undecided group.   However, after the event on April 19, 1775, it is 

clear that you will need to decide where your heart and support will lie.  After carefully 

considering the economic, political, historical, and geographical issues leading up to the 

Revolutionary War, you finally make your decision.  Because you feel so strongly about this 

decision, you decide to make public declaration of it and the reasons for it, in hopes of 

persuading others to agree. 
 

RESOURCES 

 

Abigail Adams 
 

“Letters Between Abigail Adams and Her Husband John Adams.”  The Liz Library.  1998–2009.  

Broward County, Florida.  25 January 2010  <http://www.thelizlibrary.org/suffrage/ 

abigail.htm>.   
 

Vinci, John.  “Abigail Smith Adams:  1744 - 1818.”  Colonial Hall.  January 4, 2004.  

Purcellville, VA.  25 January 2010 <http://colonialhall.com/ adamsj/adamsAbigail.php>. 
 

John Adams 
 

“John Adams:  1787–1801.  The White House:  Presidents.  2010.  Washington, DC.  25 January 

2010  <http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/johnadams/>. 
 

Vinci, John.  “John Adams:  1735-1826.”  Colonial Hall.  August 21, 2008.  Purcellville, VA.  25 

January 2010 <http://colonialhall.com/adamsj/adamsj.php>. 
 

Sam Adams 
 

Chew, Robin.  “Samuel Adams American Patriot & Politician:  1722–1803.”  September 1995.  

TheLucidCafé. 1995–2010.  25 January 2010   <http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/95sep/ 

        adams.html>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Samuel Adams:  1722 – 1803 Representing Massachusetts at the Continental 

Congress.”  1999 – 2010.  USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  25 January 2010  

<http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_s.htm>. 
 

McGranahan, Ronald W.  “Samuel Adams.”  1998–2004.  The American Revolution.  25 

January 2010 <http://americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/adams2.htm>.  
 

African American Loyalists 
 

“Revolutionary War (1775 – 1783):  Domestic Course.”  2000.  The Oxford Companion to 

American Military History.  2000–2010.  New York, NY.  25 January 2010 <http://www. 

answers.com/topic/revolutionary-war-1775-1783-domestic-course>. 
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“Who Were the Black Loyalists?”  2001.  Nova Scotia Museum.  2001 – 2010.  Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, Canada.  25 January 2010 <http://museum.gov.ns.ca/blackloyalists/who.htm>. 

 

Benedict Arnold 
 

“Benedict Arnold (1741-1801)” from “Spy Letters of the American Revolution.”  University of 

Michigan School of Information.  2009.  Ann Arbor, MI.  25 January 2010 

<http://www.si.umich.edu/SPIES/people.html#benedict>. 
 

Henretta, James.  “The Enigma of Benedict Arnold.”  Fall 1997:  Vol. II, No. 2.  The Early 

American Review.  25 January 2010 <http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/ 

fall97/arnold.html>. 
 

“Who Served Here?”  USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  25 January 2010 

<http://www.ushistory.org/valleyforge/served/arnold.html>. 
 

Ann Bates 
 

“Ann Bates” from “Spy Letters of the American Revolution.”  University of Michigan School of 

Information.  2009.  Ann Arbor, MI.  25 January 2010 <http://www.si.umich.edu/ 

SPIES/people.html#bates>. 
 

“Ann Bates:  Revolutionary War Spy.”  2000.  Virtualogy: Virtual Museum.  2000-2010.  Palm    

Harbor, FL.  25 January 2010 <http://www.virtualology.com/revolutionarywarhall/ 

ANNBATES.NET/>. 
 

“Spy Fact of the Day:  Ann Bates” from “Spy Book:  The Encyclopedia of Espionage” by 

Norman Polmar & Thomas B. Allen.  Random House.com.  1995 – 2010.  New York, NY.  

25 January 2010 <http://www.randomhouse.com/features/spybook/spy/961128.html>. 
 

Reverend Mather Byles 
 

Eaton, Arthur Wentworth.  “The Church of England in Nova Scotia and the Tory Clergy of the 

Revolution.”  New York:  Thomas Whittaker, 1891.  Anglican History.Org.  1999-2010.  

New York, NY.  26 January 2010 <http://anglicanhistory.org/canada/ns/eaton/10.html>. 
 

Cornwallis 
 

“Lord Charles Cornwallis:  1738-1805.”  University of Michigan School of Information.  2009.  

Ann Arbor, MI.  26 January 2010 <http://www.si.umich.edu/SPIES/people.html>. 
 

McGranahan, Ronald W., King, Peter J., and Bowers, Paul C., Jr.  “General Charles Cornwallis” 

from “Cornwallis in Bengal” 1931 and “Cornwallis:  The American Adventure” 1970, 1980.  

1998–2004.  The American Revolution.  26 January 2010 <http://americanrevwar. 

homestead.com/files/corn.htm>. 
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Vitale, Don.  “Portrait of Charles Cornwallis:  1738-1805.”    Archiving Early America.  1996-

2010.  26 January 2010 <http://www.earlyamerica.com/portraits/cornwallis.html>. 
 

Cornwallis 
 

“Lord Charles Cornwallis:  1738-1805.”  University of Michigan School of Information.  2009.  

Ann Arbor, MI.  26 January 2010 <http://www.si.umich.edu/SPIES/people.html>. 
 

McGranahan, Ronald W., King, Peter J., and Bowers, Paul C., Jr.  “General Charles Cornwallis” 

from “Cornwallis in Bengal” 1931 and “Cornwallis:  The American Adventure” 1970, 1980.  

1998–2004.  The American Revolution.  26 January 2010 <http://americanrevwar. 

homestead.com/files/corn.htm>. 
 

Vitale, Don.  “Portrait of Charles Cornwallis:  1738-1805.”  Archiving Early America.  1996-

2010.  26 January 2010 <http://www.earlyamerica.com/portraits/ cornwallis.html>. 
 

Samuel Curwen 
 

Curwen, Samuel.  “The Journal of Samuel Curwen, Vols. 1 & 2.”  Edited by Andrew Oliver.  

1972.  Harvard University Press.  2010.  Cambridge, MA.  26 January 2010 

<http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog/CURJOU.html>. 
 

Ben Franklin 
 

“Benjamin Franklin:  An Extraordinary Life.  An Electric Mind.”  Twin Cities Public Television 

(PBS).  2002,  St. Paul, MN.  25 January 2010 <http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin/>. 
 

“Benjamin Franklin:  Glimpses of the Man.”  The Franklin Institute Science Museum (with the 

support of the Unisys Corporation).  1994.  Philadelphia, PA.  25 January 2010 

<http://www.fi.edu/franklin/>. 
 

 Lemay, J.A. Leo.  “Benjamin Franklin:  A Documentary History.”  University of Delaware.  

1997.  Newark, DE.  25 January 2010 <http://www.english.udel.edu/lemay/franklin/>. 
  
King George 
 

“George III (1738-1820)” from “Spy Letters of the American Revolution.”  University of 

Michigan School of Information.  2009.  Ann Arbor, MI.  26 January 2010 

<http://www.si.umich.edu/SPIES/people.html#georgeiii>. 
 

“King George III:  1738-1820.”  2000.  Virtualogy: Virtual Museum.  2000-2010.  Palm Harbor, 

FL.  26 January 2010 <http://www.kinggeorgeiii.com/>. 
   
Simkin, John.   “George III.”  2010.  Spartacus Schoolnet.Co.UK.  1997-2010.  United Kingdom. 

26 January 2010 <http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRgeorgeIII.htm>. 
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John Hancock 
 

“John Hancock.”  2000.  Virtualogy: Virtual Museum.  2000-2010.  Palm Harbor, FL.  26 

January 2010 <http://www.johnhancock.org/>. 

  

“John Hancock.”  The Library of Congress.  2010.  Washington, DC.  26 January 2010 

<http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/colonial/jb_colonial_hancock_1.html>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “John Hancock:  1737-1793 Representing Massachusetts at the Continental 

Congress.”  1999 – 2010.  USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  25 January 2010  

<http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/hancock.htm>. 
 

Patrick Henry 
 

Henry, Patrick.  “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death.”  23 March 1775.  Liberty Online.  1995-

1999.  26 January 2010 <http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/henry-liberty.html>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Patrick Henry.”  .”  1999 – 2010.  USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, 

PA.  25 January 2010  <http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/henry.htm>. 
   
“Patrick Henry.”  Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.  2010.  Williamsburg, VA.  26 January 

2010 <http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm>. 
   
Governor Thomas Hutchinson 
 

McGranahan, Bailyn, Bernard, and Schutz, John A.  “Thomas Hutchinson” from “The Ordeal of 

Thomas Hutchinson” 1974; “History of Massachusetts-Bay, Vol. III” 1764-1828; 

“Encyclopedia Americana” 1996; and “Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.” 1994-1999.  1998–

2004.  The American Revolution.  26 January 2010 <http://americanrevwar.homestead. 

com/files/hutch.htm>. 
 

“Thomas Hutchinson.”  NNDB.Com.  2009.  26 January 2010 <http://www.nndb.com/people/ 

195/000049048/>. 
 

“Thomas Hutchinson.”  Online Highways Travel and History.  2010.  Florence, OR.  26 January 

2010 < http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1222.html> 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
 

“Thomas Jefferson.”  Super Computing Ames Lab.   1994-2010.  Washington, DC. 26 January 

2010 <http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/tjefferson.html>. 
 

“Thomas Jefferson:  1801-1809.”  The White House:  Presidents.  2010.  Washington, DC.  26 

January 2010  < http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/thomasjefferson/>. 
   
“Declaration of Independence.”  The National Archives.  2010.  College Park, MD.  26 January 

2010 <http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html>. 
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Loyalist Women 

Spaith, Chloe.  “Colonial Times:  1700-1800” from “The Idea of Women's Equality and its  

Migration throughout American History: The History Day Project.”  Angelfire.Com.  26 

January 2010 <http://www.angelfire.com/ca/HistoryGals/Chloe.html>.       

 

“Loyalist Women.”  The United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada.  1995-2010.  Toronto, 

Ontario, Canada.  26 January 2010 <http://www.uelac.org/education/QuebecResource/ 

Chapters/LOYALIST_WOMEN.html>. 
 

Reverend Jonathan Odell 
 

“Odell, Jonathan [1737-1818] – American Loyalist, Poet, and Priest.”  Rootsweb.Ancestry.Com.  

1998-2010. Provo, UT. 26 January 2010 <http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry. 

com/~dav4is/people/ODEL494.htm>. 
 

“Jonathan Odell.”  from “Spy Letters of the American Revolution.”  University of Michigan 

School of Information.  2009.  Ann Arbor, MI.  26 January 2010 

<http://www.si.umich.edu/SPIES/people.html#odell>.    
 

Thomas Paine 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Thomas Paine.  USHistory.ORG. 1998-2010.  Philadelphia, PA.  26 January 

2010  < http://www.ushistory.org/Paine/index.htm>. 
 

Leemhuis, Bonnie.  “A Biography of Thomas Paine (1737-1809)” from “Revolution to 

Reconstruction.”  7 Nov. 2007.  University of Groningen. 1994-2010.  Netherlands.  26 

January 2010 <http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/B/tpaine/paine.htm>. 
 

Patriot Women 
 

“Soldiers and Patriots of the American Revolutionary War Women.”  USGenNet.Org.  1998-

2010.  Idaho.  26 January 2010 <http://www.usgennet.org/usa/il/topic/history/rev-war-

women.html>. 
 

Wilson, Captain Barbara A., USAF (Retired).  “Amazing Women in War and Peace.”  1996.  

Userpages.Aug.Com.  1996-2010.  26 January 2010 <http://userpages.aug.com/captbarb/ 

femvets.html>. 
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Reverend Samuel Seabury 
 

Pamphlets: 
Seabury, Samuel, Reverend.  “An Alarm to the Legislature of the Province of New York” 17 

January 1775, “The Congress Canvassed” 28 Nov. 1774, “Free Thoughts on the 

Proceedings of the Continental Congress” 16 Nov. 1774, “A View of the Controversy 

between Great-Britain and Her Colonies” 24 Dec. 1774.  Anglican History.Org.  1999-2010.  

New York, NY.  26 January 2010 <http://anglicanhistory.org/canada/ns/eaton/10.html>. 
 

Additional Possible Resources 
 

“Anonymous Account of the Boston Massacre 13 March 1770.”  The American Revolution.  26 

January 2010  <http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/texts/bostanon.html>. 
 

Arnold, Benedict.  “Benedict Arnold’s Letter to the Inhabitants of America.”  7 Oct. 1780.  

Archiving Early America.  1996-2010.  27 January 2010 <http://www.earlyamerica.com/ 

earlyamerica/writings/arnold/>. 
 

“Captain Thomas Preston’s Account of the Boston Massacre 13 March 1770.”  The American 

Revolution.  26 January 2010  <http://www.vlib.us/amdocs/texts/preston.html>. 
 

Cogliano, Francis D.  “Was the American Revolution Inevitable?”  5 Nov. 2009.  British 

Broadcasting Company. 2010. United Kingdom.  26 January 2010 <http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 

history/british/empire_seapower/american_revolution_01.shtml>. 
 

Hewes, George.  “Boston Tea Party:  Eyewitness Account by a Participant.”  1773.  The History 

Place.  1996-2010.  Boston, MA. 26 January 2010 <http://www.historyplace.com/ 

unitedstates/revolution/teaparty.htm>. 
 

Hutchinson, Thomas.  “The Diary and Letters of His Excellency, Thomas Hutchinson, Esq.”  

Compiled by Peter Orlando Hutchinson.  Boston, MA:  Houghton, Mifflin, and Co., 1884.  

Amazon.Com.  26 January 2010 <http://books.google.com/books?id =5vUcAAAAMAAJ 

&printsec=titlepage#v=onepage&q=&f=false>. 
 

Niles, Nathanial.  “Sermon One.”  1774.  Teaching American History.Org.  2006-2010.  Ashland 

University:  Ashland, OH.  27 January 2010 <http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/ 

library/index.asp?document=1036>.   
 

“The Pausing American Loyalist” from “Middlesex Journal,” 30 Jan. 1776.  HistoryWiz.Com.  

1999-2008.  26 January 2010 <http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/ 

pausingamericanloyalist.htm>. 
 

“Tarring and Feathering.”  HistoryWiz.Com.  1999-2008.  26 January 2010 

<http://www.historywiz.com/didyouknow/tarringandfeathering.htm>.         
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ASSESSMENT 

.                                                                                                                                                                        

• Washington State CBA “Causes of Conflict” Rubric 

• Process pieces: KWHL Chart, graphic organizer*, timeline of events* (*per CBA 

requirements)  

• Team Collaboration Rubric 
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