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Ann A. Acosta 

5
th

 Grade 

National Standard 

Era 2:  Colonization and Settlement (1585 – 1763) / Standard 1 
Standard 1:  Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why they brought enslaved Africans to their colonies, and how 

Europeans struggled for control of North America and the Caribbean 

  

Washington State EALRs:  2.1, 2.3, 4.1, 4.2, 5.2, 5.4 

Classroom-Based Assessment:  Causes of Conflict   

BACKGROUND  

                                                                                                                                                                        

In 1608 a group of English people living in Holland known as the Separatists, left or separated 

from the Church of England.  At the time, everyone in England had to belong to the Church of 

England. Those who refused to belong were not safe; so this group moved to Holland, where 

they could follow their own religion.  In Holland the Separatists had religious freedom, but they 

soon worried that their children would not learn English ways.  They decided to move to 

America, where they would live among English colonists and still be able to follow their own 

religion.  A person who would make this journey for religious reasons became known as a 

Pilgrim. 
 

Early in 1620 a group in England invited the Pilgrims to join them on their journey to North 

American.  The Virginia Company agreed to pay for the colonists’ voyage if they would send the 

company furs, fish, and lumber. 
                                                                                                                                                        

SCENARIO 

 

The Mayflower had a long and troubled journey. Violent storms drove the ship off course, and 

the Pilgrims ended up far north—near Cape Cod in what is now Massachusetts—of the lands 

governed by the Virginia.  There was no government. 
 

To keep order, all the men aboard the Mayflower signed an agreement or compact known as the 

Mayflower Compact.  Signers agreed that “just and equal laws” would be made for the common 

good of the colony and promised to obey these laws.  In other words, they would self-govern. 
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PROBLEM 

 

You are part of a family of Englishmen (Church of England), of pilgrims (Separatists), family 

from Ireland (Irish Catholics), from France (Catholics), or slaves and servants.  ALL that have 

arrived in America in 1620 will live under self-rule, unlike England’s Monarch governing.      
 

Each family group, whether it is Pilgrim (Separatists), English (Church of England), Irish 

(Catholics), French (Catholics), or servant/slave, had varying points of view on the Mayflower 

Compact and the leadership of Miles Standish or William Bradford.  
 

You need answers to such questions as:   

• Did the Mayflower Compact promote self-government in the colonies?   

• Why or why not sign the Mayflower Compact?  

• Was Plymouth Colony a successful colony in terms of governing?  Why or Why Not?  

• How did the Mayflower Compact form the future documents of governing? 

TASK(S) 

 

The arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock brings many hardships and planning, such as 

governance, which was not completed in England.   
 

Captain Miles Standish who is the hired leader of the new military colony in Plymouth, Virginia 

will need to establish, with the people, a document by which they can live and work together. 
 

William Bradford was one of the Pilgrim leaders.  
 

Up until this time, all the people of Europe have only known of a monarch ruling the 

government.   
 

The Mayflower Compact promotes self-rule of ruling oneself. It gave everyone the right to share 

in making of laws.    

• How will this be accomplished?   

• How does this historic contract influence men to write and adopt the Declaration of 

Independence in 1776 (some 156 yrs. later)?  

• What events lead to this document?   
 

RESOURCES 

 

Books 

 

Ordinary Americans, 2
nd

 edition.  Ed. Linda R. Monk, foreword by Ken Burns.  Alexandria, VA:  

Close Up Publishing, 2003. 
 

Taylor, Alan.  American Colonies:  The Settling of North America.  New York:  Penguin Group, 

2001. 
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United States History:  Harcourt Horizons.  Orlando, FL:  Harcourt School Publishers, [date 

unknown] 166-170. 
 

Benjamin Franklin 
 

“Benjamin Franklin:  Glimpses of the Man.”  The Franklin Institute.  1994.  Philadelphia, PA.  

19 June 2009  <http://www.fi.edu/franklin>. 
 

“Benjamin Franklin:  An Introductory Life.  An Electric Mind.”  2002.  Twin Cities Public 

Broadcasting System.  2009.  St. Paul, MN.  <http://www.pbs.org/benfranklin>.  
 

Lemay, J. A. Leo.  “Benjamin Franklin:  A Documentary History.”  1997.  University of 

Delaware (Department of English).  2009.  Newark, DE.  19 June 2009  

<http://www.english.udel.edu/lemay/franklin/>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

“Books.”  Google.  2009.  Mountain View, CA. 16  June  2009  <http://www.google.com/books>. 
  

 “Educators and Students.”  The National Archives.  2009.  Orlando, FL.  16 June 2009  

<http://www.archives.gov/education/>. 
 

Gavin, Philip.  “Prelude to Revolution:  1763 – 1775.”  The History Place.  1996-2009.  Boston, 

MA.  16 June 2009 <http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/rev-prel.htm>. 
 

George Washington 

 

“George Washington.”  Ames Laboratory  (Supercomputing ’94).  2009.  Ames, IA.  19 June 

2009.  <http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/gwash.html>. 
 

“George Washington.”  Library of Congress  (America’s Story from America’s Library.  2009.  

Washington, DC.  19 June 2009 <http://www.americaslibrary.gov/ego-

gin/page.cgi/aa/presidents/wash>.  
 

“George Washington:  1789-1797.”   The White House.  2009.  Washington, DC.  19 June 2009 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/president/gw1.html>. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

“Jefferson.”         Archiving        Early        America.         1996-2009.        1 6        June        2009  

      <http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/writing/jefferson>. 
 

John Adams 

 

“John Adams:  1735-1836.”  Colonial Hall.  2008.  19 June 2009 

<http://www.colonialhall.com/adamsj/adamsj/php>. 
 

“John Adams:  1797-1801.”  The White House.  2009.  Washington, DC.  19 June 2009 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/president/ja2.html>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

John Hancock 
 

“John Hancock.”  2005.  Virtualogy.com.  2009.  Palm Harbor, FL.  19 June 2009 

<http://www.johnhancock.org/>. 
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“John Hancock Was Born.”  Library of Congress (America’s Story from America’s Library.  

2009.  Washington, DC.  19 June 2009 <http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-

bin/page.cgi/jb/colonial/hancock_1>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “John Hancock:  1737-1793.”  1995.  Independence Hall Association 

(UShistory.org).  1999-2009.  Philadelphia, PA.  19 June 2009 

<http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/hancock.htm>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Patrick Henry 

 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Patrick Henry.”  Independence Hall Association (UShistory.org).  1999-2009.  

Philadelphia, PA. 19 June 2009 <http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/related/henry.htm>. 
 

“Patrick Henry.”  The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.  2009.  Williamsburg, VA.  20 June 

2009 <http://www.history.org/Almanack/people/bios/biohen.cfm>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Sam Adams 

 

Chew, Robin.  “Samuel Adams:  American Patriot & Politician.”  1995.  Lucidcafe.  1995-2009.  

San Francisco, CA.  <http://www.lucidcafe.com/library/95sep/adams.html>. 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Samuel Adams: 1722-1803.”  Independence Hall Association 

(UShistory.org).  1999-2009.  Philadelphia, PA. 19 June 2009 <http://www.ushistory.org/ 

declaration/signers/adams_s.htm>. 
 

McGranahan, Ronald W.  “John Adams.”  2004.  The American Revolution Home Page.  1998-

2009.  <http://americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/adams.htm>.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Thomas Jefferson 

 

“Charters of Freedom:  Declaration of Independence.”  The U.S. National Archives and Record 

Administration.  2009.  College Park, MD.  20 June 2009 

<http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html>. 
 

“Thomas Jefferson..”  Ames Laboratory  (Supercomputing ’94).  2009.  Ames, IA.  20 June 

2009.  <http://sc94.ameslab.gov/TOUR/tjefferson.html>. 
 

“Thomas Jefferson:  1801-1809.”  The White House.  2009.  Washington, DC.  20 June 2009 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/president/tj3.html>. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Thomas Paine 
 

Kindig, Thomas.  “Thomas Paine.”  Independence Hall Association (UShistory.org).  1999-2009.  

Philadelphia, PA. 19 June 2009 <http://www.ushistory.org/Paine>. 
 

Leemhuis, Bernie. “A Biography of Thomas Paine (1737-1809).”  2007.  University of 

Groningen.  1994-2009.  Groningen, NL.  20 June 2009 <http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/B/ 

tpaine/paine.htm>. 

 

“Thomas Paine.”  Secular Web (Internet Infidels, Inc.).  1995-2009.  Colorado Springs, CO.  20 

June 2009 <http://www.infidels.org/library/historical/thomas_paine/>. 
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Websites 

 

About History.  2003-2009.  16 June 2009 <http://www.about-history.com/>. 
 

Ashbrook Center for Public Affairs.  “Document Library.”  Teaching American History 

Organization.  2006-2009. Ashland University, Ashland, OH.  16 June 2009 
<http://www.nwesd.org/1510101216191755740/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB 
=0&c=54806>. 

 

Websites for Washington State CBA Assessment:  Causes of Conflict 
 

OSPI.  “Elementary School – Causes of Conflict Rubric.” Office of Superintendent of Public 

Instruction.  2009.  Olympia, WA. 22 June 2009 <http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/ 

CBAs/Elementary/ElemHistory-CausesofConflict-CBA.pdf>. 
 

OSPI.  “Scoring Guide for the Elementary School Causes of Conflict CBA.” Office of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction.  2009.  Olympia, WA. 22 June 2009  
<http://www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/CBAs/Elementary/ScoringGuide-ESCausesofConflict 
CBA. pdf>. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will decide together in groups of 4-5 on how to present to the class. You may do a 

timeline, a debate, a drama, or a written document describing the Mayflower Compact and events 

which help tell why you think it served as a model for later documents or not; i.e., our U.S. 

Constitution and Bill of Rights.   
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